FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ALL STAR CAST READY TO TEE OFF AT EFG HONG KONG
LADIES OPEN
120 golfers representing 16 nations and territories ready to shine at the
Hong Kong Golf Club

HONG KONG (9 MAY, 2018) – The stage is set for the fourth edition of the EFG Hong Kong
Ladies Open to tee off on Friday with defending champion Thailand’s Supamas Sangchan and
local star LPGA rookie Tiffany Chan Tsz-ching leading the charge for glory.
With a start list of 120 players representing 16 nations and territories, the three-day event will
see a cut after two rounds, with the top half remaining for a one-day shoot-out for a share of the
US$150,000 prize purse.
The Thai star followed up on her EFG Hong Kong Ladies Open win last year with five
consecutive top-30 finishes on the Ladies European Tour. A regular on the China LPGA,
Supamas is the current leader of its Order of Merit with after recording top-10 places in all three
events she has entered this season.
The reigning champion said:
“I am very excited to be back in Hong Kong. 2017 was a great season for me, with two wins, and
it kicked started a solid 12 months for me. I am coming into the Open full of confidence but I am
aware the standard of the field has gone up a level. I do love this course though and I hope my
experience here can help me do well again this time round.”
Thousands of fans are expected through the gates of the Hong Kong Golf Club this weekend to
follow the progress of Tiffany Chan as the pride of Hong Kong looks to regain the EFG Hong
Kong Ladies Open title she won in 2016 as an amateur. The 24-year-old’s progress since has
been nothing short of stunning with a 37th place finish at the Rio Olympic Games, semi-final and
quarter-final appearances at the 2017 NCAA team and individual championships, and top it all,
a second-place finish at the final round of LPGA qualifying school that propelled her to the
biggest stage of ladies’ golf. What’s more, she has earned herself a place at the US Women’s
Open after securing the one spot that was on offer at the 36-hole qualifying tournament at the
Royal Ka’anapali Course in Hawaii.
Chan commented:

“Competing at the EFG Hong Kong Ladies Open has always been an amazing experience for me.
With home support, surrounded by friends and family, it gives me a great deal of confidence and
encouragement to perform better. While I am learning everyday on the LPGA Tour, nothing
compares to playing the EFG Hong Kong Ladies Open. I am looking forward to competing well,
and giving the local fans something to cheer about.”
All the way from Brazil, Luiza Altmann will make her debut this week at the EFG Hong Kong
Ladies Open. A member of the Ladies European Tour and Symetra Tour, Altmann has been her
country’s top woman golfer since the age of 15.
The 19-year-old added:
“The EFG Hong Kong Ladies Open presents a very interesting opportunity for me. I don’t
compete in Asia very often, and it will be very interesting for me to see how I react to the
challenges of the new surroundings, and compete against players I am not as familiar with. I am
inspired by Tiffany Chan who successfully navigated the Symetra Tour and Q-school to make
LPGA. I am sure we can look forward to a lot of home support for her, and the energetic around
the course will no doubt be buzzing.”
Chinese player Sui Xiang will be join Altmann as a debutant of the Open. The 19-year-old has
enjoyed a rapid rise on the China LPGA since turning professional last year, and in a matter of
months, managed to amass 10 top-10, including two runner-up, finishes in 26 starts.
Hsinning YEH of Chinese Taipei represents the best hope for Taiwan LPGA. The 30-year-old
has one professional title to her belt and recorded six top 20 finishes last year.
Taking place one 11-13 May at the Old Course of the Hong Kong Golf Club, Lee Jeong-hwa of
South Korea was the inaugural champion in 2015, while there was a home win for Chan the
following year. In winning last year’s event, Supamas was flawless in the first two days, carding a
total of nine birdies without a single blemish. She followed up with a strong finish on the final
day with birdies on the 6th, 9th, and 10th. The total prize fund of this year’s championship is
US$150,000’
For further information on the 2018 EFG Hong Kong Ladies Open, please visit
www.hkladiesopen.com and official Facebook page
www.facebook.com/efghongkongladiesopen/
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Photo Captions:
Picture 1 – Luiza Altmann of Brazil (second from left), the pride of Hong Kong Tiffany Chan Tszching (third from left), defending champion Thailand's Supamas Sangchan (centre), Sui Xiang

of China (third from right), and Yeh Hsin-ning of Chinese Taipei (second from right) kicked off
EFG Hong Kong Ladies Open week with the 'Meet-the-Players' Press Conference together with
EFG Asia Pacific Chief Executive Albert Chiu (far left), and Hong Kong Golf Club Captain Martin
Hadaway (far right) at the Hong Kong Golf Club earlier today.
Picture 2 – Five star players of the 2018 EFG Hong Kong Ladies Open - Luiza Altmann of Brazil
(far left), the pride of Hong Kong Tiffany Chan Tsz-ching (second from left), defending
champion Thailand's Supamas Sangchan (centre), Sui Xiang of China (second from right), and
Yeh Hsin-ning of Chinese Taipei (far right) - met with the media ahead of the tournament,
which tees off on Friday at the Hong Kong Golf Club.

For further information, please contact:
Kitty Wu
E: aromakwu@gmail.com
M: +852 9132 4588

About EFG Hong Kong Ladies Open
Organised and hosted by The Hong Kong Golf Club, the fourth edition of the EFG Hong Kong
Ladies Open takes place between 11- 13 May and features a field of over 100 players from Asia
and around the world, it is the first ladies’ tournament in Hong Kong in which players can earn
Rolex World Ranking points.
The event is tri-sanctioned by the China LPGA (CLPGA), LPGA of Taiwan (TLPGA), and Ladies
Asian Golf Tour (LAGT), supported by the Hong Kong Golf Association (HKGA) and the Hong
Kong Professional Golfers’ Association (HKPGA), features a total prize purse of
US$150,000. Entry for spectators to the tournament is free.
The 2018 EFG Hong Kong Ladies Open is title sponsored by EFG Bank.
For more information about the EFG Hong Kong Ladies Open please visit the Official Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/efghongkongladiesopen and website at www.hkladiesopen.com.

About The Hong Kong Golf Club
The Hong Kong Golf Club was founded in 1889 and is considered one of Asia’s pre-eminent
golfing establishments. Home to three 18-hole courses at its site at Fanling in the northern New
Territories, and a further nine holes in Deep Water Bay on Hong Kong Island, the Club lies at
the very centre of the development of golf in Hong Kong.

The host of numerous charitable events throughout the year, the Club is a key supporter of the
Hong Kong Golf Association’s junior programme and provides golf tuition to students from
schools in the local Sheung Shui and Fanling districts. Since 1959 the Club has been the venue
for the Hong Kong Open, a European and Asian Tour co-sanctioned tournament, making it one
of only two international venues - the other being Augusta National, home of the Masters
Tournament - to have hosted a world-class championship every year for more than half a
century.

About EFG International
EFG International is a global private banking group offering private banking and asset
management services and is headquartered in Zurich. EFG International's group of private
banking businesses operates in around 40 locations worldwide. Its registered shares (EFGN) are
listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange.

